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give two annas plus one roti for a day's work they now give one
and a half annas only.

Average Size of Family

It has already been stated that in Bihar families tend to be
bigger than in the U.P. The data collected by us show the si'ze
of an average depressed class family of Bihar to be 6*96.l Inci-
dentally, the number of families of different castes investigated
when arriving at the above estimate corresponds approximately
to the provincial strength of each c&ste. The average number of
children and aged per family is 3*66 and the average number
of adults is 3'3. Compared to the U.P. a tendency towards a
greater proportion of children and aged per family is observable.2
According to the Census Report for 1931, the average size of a
family in Bihar proper is 5-4 and the corresponding figure for
Chota Nagpur is 5,                                                               &

We propose taking 7 as the average size of a typical depres-
sed class family of Bihar. Such a family may be taken to consist
of 3*7 non-working dependents and 3-3 workers. The workers
comprise the labourer and his wife and younger brothers or sons
or daughters or sisters who are married but whose gauna cere-
money has yet to be performed. In other words, a family
usually contains one principal earner and 2-3 working depen-
dents.

Family Income

That the wages of agricultural labourers are small and vary
with the nature of agricultural operations has been seen already.
We shall now try to form an idea of the income of a typical
labourer family.

Bihar lies in the Middle Ganges Valley. It is a region of
moderate rainfall. As the annual rainfall is greater than in the
Upper Ganges Valley, though less than in the deltaic region, it
is possible, especially in North Bihar, to complete three harvests
in a year. Working season is, therefore, longer than in the U.P.
The average number of working days for a labourer in Bihar
during working and off seasons can be taken to be 90 and 60

1  Standard deviation of average=0'12.

2  See. Appendix XII.